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Manchester Centre for the Study of Christianity and Islam (McSCI)

Vision & Purpose
Vision: The church at large engaging in a positive and informed way with Muslim people and communities in faith, family and societal spheres within wider UK cultures.

Purpose: Resourcing all levels of the UK church with quality published materials which provide information, insights and praxis reflections to grow their intercultural engagement with Muslim peoples.

Partners: MCSCI Publications has a Memorandum of Understanding with Regnum Books. 

Intended Audiences
MCSCI’s vision is to see the UK church resourced. This requires producing material suitable for leaders, scholars and those engaged with Muslims, as well as all interested believers.

Each publication should have a specific audience in mind, as well as being as broadly applicable as practical.

Typical Sources for new Publications
Materials for publication will be sourced via two key routes:

· MCSCI has theses written by students, a collection that will continue to expand, some of which may be suitable for making available publicly to wider audiences. 

· MCSCI is in good relationship with a variety of researchers, scholars and practitioners. This creates the opportunity to stimulate or commission work on a particular subject, facilitating reflective practice by former students and others, and bringing the observations and insights derived to wider audiences.

Intended Outputs, Subjects and Dissemination
In summary: books, booklets, papers, audio-visual resources and training outlines.

In terms of subjects, MCSCI’s focus is both Muslim and Christian peoples and their faiths. The publications are aimed at deepening people’s understanding of how these respective belief systems shape people, frame their lives, and influence their interactions with one another. Furthermore, these will be addressed primarily with respect to the UK in its global context, including the interconnection of diaspora communities.

Materials published will be accessible to non-Christian audiences. Consequently, the terminology used should be understandable to those of any belief system and all due care taken to avoid causing unnecessary offence. All projects will be checked carefully to ensure 3D language.

The home for the publications will be the MCSCI website. Resources will be published electronically and/or print on demand.

Some resources will be published and distributed via Regnum Books carrying both Regnum and MCSCI logos. In these cases, authors will have a contract with Regnum. 

The MCSCI editorial group will decide which potential publications to submit to Regnum and Regnum will have the final decision about what to accept. Items not accepted by Regnum may still be published by MCSCI.


Criteria for Publication
Proposals for publication are welcome.

The criteria for publication are how the material matches the vision and purpose stated above. The following questions assist in making an assessment:
I. Who is likely to read the publication?
II. What will readers learn or gain?
III. What unique contribution or new insight(s) does the material bring?
IV. What outlets does the author have for promoting the publication?

The latter is not determinative. However, for many publications the primary promoter is the author although MCSCI will take an active role in promoting all resources.

Editorial Procedures
The Editorial Group retains authority, delegated by and under the oversight of the MCSCI Trustees, with the Editorial Group’s chair having the final decision.

The Editorial Group will meet four times a year, a combination of online and in person meetings.

For each proposal an individual or small team will be assigned to conduct the assessment and, if accepted, guide the editorial processes. How they assist the author will vary, from minor editing and guidance to mentoring a new author.


Proposals Process
Proposals for publications should be submitted to the MCSCI Editorial Group using the email address publications@mcsci.org.uk. The proposal should include a summary (300 words maximum), relevant biography of the author and a statement of how the proposal fits with MCSCI’s criteria. If appropriate, an extract from the material can be included. 

Proposals may be submitted at any time. The review process will run quarterly, matching the Editorial Group’s meetings. Decisions will be communicated promptly.

Many of our publications will be electronic and offered free, or at low cost. Where publications are to be sold, authors will be given access to cost price copies of their publication which they may sell on their own terms. MCSCI will cover the cost of in-house editing and design associated with publications, but does not pay any author fees or royalties. Any money made by MCSCI on publications will be invested into furthering the aims of MCSCI. The intention is to keep it simple for all parties.
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